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PREFAC E. 

A GENERAL fatisfa&ion has been ex- 
prefTed, not only by the Members, but 
by the Publick at large, at the annual ap- 
pearance of a Volume of the Tranfactions 
of this Society ; and the utility of fuch a 
publication has been fully evinced by the 
honorable and large increafe of members 
elected within the three laft years ; a ck- 
cumftance highly pleafing to every well- 
wifher to the Arts, the Manufactures, 
and Commerce of thefe kingdoms, and 
which may reafonably be confidered as 
arifing, in fome degree, from the circula- 
tion of thefe volumes, whereby the na- 
ture of the inftitution has become more 
generally known, and the whole nation 
informed of their proceedings, and ac- 
quainted with the general utility arifing 
from their labours, which are, and, agree- 
ably to the principles of the Society, ever 
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iv PREFACE. 

have been exerted in encouraging and 
promoting thofe inventions that tend to 
the improvement of the ufeful Arts. 

The following fheets will be found to 
contain, under the head of Agriculture, ac- 
counts of planting Timber, efpecially in 
the northern part of the ifland, in fuch 
great numbers as refled: the higheft honour 
on the owner of the foil, and will ferve, 
it is hoped, to ftimulate the pofleflbrs of 
large tra&s of barren and uncultivated 
lands to adopt the fame practice, by vyhich 
not only their eftates will in time become 
much more valuable, but will in a few 
years improve in beauty, and render the 
inhabitants more comfortable and happy ; 
under this head are alfo inferted fome ju- 
dicious obfervations on the culture of dif- 
ferent kinds of Wheat, and of the Howard 
or Cluttered Potatoe, whofe great increafe 
is well known, and which has been long 
talked of for feeding Hogs, &c. but no 
deciiive experiments on the excellency of 
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PREFACE. v 

this fpecies for fuch purpofe has till now 
publicly appeared. 

In the clafs of Polite Arts, the account 
given of the pictures which ornament the 
room in which the meetings of the Society 
are held, it is prefumed, will prove enter- 
taining and inftructive, and ferve at the 
fame time to make known the eminent 
abilities of the Artift who executed them, 
and prove that the finer Arts ilill continue 
objects of the attention and encourage- 
ment of the Society. The far greater part 
Of the account now printed, is extracted 
from a work publifhed by Mr. Barry, 
at the time of the exhibitions ; but thofe 
p'arts which do not immediately relate 
to the fubject of the feveral Pictures are 
omitted, and a ihort hiilorical account of 
the procedings of the Society on the fub- 
ject of the Paintings introduced in its 
{lead. 

Under the head of Manufactures will 
appear a Letter on the preparing Cloch from 

the 



Vl 



PREFACE 



the ftalks or binds of Hops, which was 
written to the Society many years fince, 
in confequence of a premium then offered 
on that fubject. When it is recollected 
what vaft quantities of ftalks or binds of 
Hops are every year cut down and thrown 
on. dunghills, 'it furely merits the atten- 
tion of the Society in particular, and of 
the publick at large, to difcover if pofli- 
ble a mode of applying them advanta-* 
geoufly to ufe in fome manufactures of 
this country ; and it has been judged pro- 
per to reftore in another form the pre- 
mium formerly offered for making cloth 
from them, in hopes they may be em- 
ployed in that manner : but if that mould 
fail, the hint given of converting them 
to ufe, may perhaps lead- ingenious men 
to turn their thoughts to the difcovery 
of fome other purpofes, to which they may 
be more adapted. 

In the clafs of Mechanicks is inferted 
an account and print of a Crane, which, 
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under fome local circumftance, will cer- 
tainly be found a very ufeful one. A Lock 
alio, of a conftruction to render it eafy 
in opening, and prevent its being out of 
order, is defcribed, together with a fecret 
efcutcheon, which, being applied to the co- 
vering any defk, will almolt infallibly fe- 
cure it from being picked or opened without 
the knowledge of the owner. And here it 
may not be amifs to recommend to the at- 
tention of every mechanick the little work 
entitled, A Century of Inventions, by the 
Marquis of Worcefter, which, on account 
of the feeming improbability of difco- 
vering many things mentioned therein, 
has been too much neglected : but when, 
it is confidered that fome of the contri- 
vances, apparently not the leaft abftrufe, 
have by clofe application been found to 
anfwer all the Marquis fays of them, and 
that the firft hint of that moft powerful 
machine, the Steam-Engine, is given in 
that work, it is unneceflary to enlarge on 
the utility of it. 
*' To 
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To fhew the feveral parts of the Crane, 
and the fecret Efcutcheon, two plates 
are inferted in this volume, executed by 
Mr. Laurie, vvhofe method of printing 
in colours is defcribed in the fecond Vo- 
lume of the Tranfactions, page 145. 

Thefe are fome of the principal mat- 
ters in the following volume ; and as the 
communications to the Society promife 
to jncreafe, and they are already in the 
poflefiion of fome papers towards form- 
ing a future volume, there is reafon to 
believe thefe books will in time make a 
very valuable addition to every Library. 
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